CSJ Blue Community Updates and Invites
Here is our September summary of news and invitations to
protect water as a human right, shared commons, and sacred
gift.
For the past few weeks I have been lending my time and
expertise to the Wellington Water Watchers to develop a critical
conversation between non-Indigenous people who are working to protect water in Canada.
As a Blue Community, the Federation has created both the resources and intention to join a
larger water justice movement and to model how a faith community can reciprocate the gift of
water and activate care for our common home.
On September 29th, there will be an online event called Decolonizing Settler Led Water
Protection. The format will be dedicated to hearing from and responding to people’s
questions and will include a Moderator and several panelists from various organizations,
including me. I hope you can join us at 3pm that day and your RSVP here.
Persistent Indigenous leadership has been calling on Canadians to decolonize their
institutions -- which includes courts, schools, media, charities, maps, and more.
Non-governmental organizations in general and environmental ones in particular, have been
slow to adjust their aspirations and practices to meet this challenge, but are starting to work
together to accelerate this type of reconciliation. How might environmental groups
re-inforce colonial relations and concepts?
● They may perceive the lands and waters as just a collection of non-human assets and
services in need of protection for human wants and needs.
● They may have a Land Acknowledgement written, but have not integrated how this
statement can deepen their relationships with Indigenous nations and with the places
they advocate for.
● They may build and reinforce ties to settler leadership and authority with their
advocacy, while not recognizing Indigenous leadership and authority.
● They may increase their financial and human capacity for change, while not helping to
increase Indigenous capacities.
And the list goes on. Join us on September 29th to ask and to hear about how various
environmental groups are responding to these timely challenges.

Selected Articles, News, and Videos
THE BIG QUESTIONS: WATER, by The Council of Canadians
In Canada, there is no national strategy to address urgent water issues, nor is there much
federal leadership to protect our water resources from becoming polluted or privatized.
Dozens of First Nations still have Drinking Water Advisories despite the federal government’s
promise to solve these water issues by the spring of 2021. Successive federal governments’
cuts to public water funding have put municipally-owned water infrastructure under threat of
privatization. We need federal politicians who value water as a public good, not a commodity.
Below are key questions about water issues that we urge you to ask your local candidates.
Read the full post to see more on each of these questions:
● How will you ensure that First Nations finally get the resources and power they need
to provide clean drinking water on reserves?
● Will you champion direct federal funding for municipalities to invest in much-needed
water and wastewater infrastructure projects?
● Do you support giving the Canada Water Agency a strong regulatory mandate?
● Who do you think should decide how highly radioactive nuclear waste is managed and
disposed of?
Support Indigenous resistance to Danone's water theft in Mexico
For 29 years, the French company Danone has extracted over a million liters of spring water
each day at a bottling plant in the Mexican state of Puebla. As a result, local wells have run
dry, leading to devastating impacts for Indigenous Nahua communities that rely on
small-scale agriculture for their food supply. On August 9th, communities occupied the water
bottling plant and transformed it into the 'People's House'—a hub for educational and cultural
activities, community healthcare services, ecosystem restoration and the defense of human
rights. The funds collected will directly help the United Peoples to develop this community
center as well as defend its members from Danone's lawsuits. Donate here.
Keeping connected and making histories in The Lake Nipissing Beading Project
The Lake Nipissing Beading Project came together as part of a place-based partnership with
Nipissing First Nation, Dokis First Nation, Nipissing University, and Anishinaabeg territory
museums. It addresses the stress of disconnection during the COVID-19 global pandemic
bringing people together virtually.

446 beading kits are available to order as that is the number of squares in the grid designed
to cover Lake Nipissing and its surrounding waters. “We understand the work we do together
on the histories of the Nbiising Anishnabek as a process of what we’ve called animating
Nbiising lands and waterways with stories.” The 5-metre beading of Lake Nipissing and all of
its waters will return to Anishinaabeg territory for a tour in the spring and summer of 2022.
Read more.

Beadwork by Arlene Jackson

Single-use plastic bottle waste the focus of new multi-media exhibit
Did you know that it can take over 450 years for a single plastic water bottle to decompose?
Meanwhile, one million single-use plastic water bottles are consumed every minute globally,
according to latest estimates. That equates to over 500 billion bottles year. Canadians alone
consume approximately 2.5 billion litres of bottled water that results in 10,000 tonnes of
plastics entering the Great Lakes every year. A new exhibit at Evergreen Brick Works in
Toronto, Ontario highlights the adverse impact of single-use plastic bottle pollution through
world renowned photographer Edward Burtynsky’s thought-provoking work and a unique
Augmented Reality (AR) experience by AVARA Media. Read more.

Water Teaching with Edna Manitowabi
The plants, four-leggeds, insects, flyers, fish, all life on this earth relies on water, including us
two-leggeds. First Nations Elder, Edna Manitowabi, shares traditional teachings about the
importance and sacredness of water. Watch the full 35 minute video.
1:37 Water is powerful. Water is sacred.
3:37 Creation and the Skyworld
10:43 Wound and Vibration of Water
18:19 Grandmother Moon and Women
27:00 Youth and Movement
28:43 Gratitude
Chemicals of Emerging Concern in the Great Lakes: The Imperative for Additional Action
As of 2017, findings from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) suggest that CECs are ubiquitous in the Great Lakes Basin. While
few studies have investigated CEC occurrence across Great Lakes communities, preliminary
evidence and general trends following other environmental pollutants suggest that CECs
may disproportionally affect communities of color and low-income communities. Read more.
20 years later, Walkerton Inquiry members discuss impact of recommendations with
WCWC staff
“I know I always think of that little girl – always,” she said. “So when I look at you I think doing
what you do could have saved that two year old. So that makes me very emotional. That’s
why 21 years later safe drinking water to me is such an important thing and I know recently
you’ve moved into some of the Indigenous drinking water issues which are, like all Canadians,
a topic I find of incredible importance so it’s never going to change, the challenges to our
drinking water but the people you’re protecting – for them you are the final frontier.” Read
more.
Reclaiming Indigenous Place Names
Of course, renaming has been a critical part of settler colonialism generally, which is
predicated on the erasure of Indigenous peoples, including their languages, cultures and
social structures — any and all evidence of Indigenous peoples’ living presence. Thus,
reverting to Indigenous place names in relation to oral histories, Indigenous laws, and
languages is part of the process of reclaiming Indigenous knowledge and territories. In this
piece we offer several examples of Indigenous nations who are actively reclaiming jurisdiction
to their lands, and provide recommendations for how federal and provincial/territorial
governments can help to undo some of these past harms and injustices. Read more.

Kinship: Belonging in a World of Relations
This new series explores our deep interconnections with the living world. These five Kinship
volumes—Planet, Place, Partners, Persons, Practice—offer essays, interviews, poetry, and
stories of solidarity, highlighting the interdependence that exists between humans and
nonhuman beings. More than 70 contributors—including Robin Wall Kimmerer, Richard
Powers, David Abram, J. Drew Lanham, and Sharon Blackie—invite readers into cosmologies,
narratives, and everyday interactions that embrace a more-than-human world as worthy of
our response and responsibility. These diverse voices render a wide range of possibilities for
becoming better kin. Read more.

Great Lakes in Peril: Invasives, pollution, climate change
When you visit one of the Great Lakes, whether it’s a sandy beach or a rocky coastline, it’s
hard to imagine how something so big could be affected so profoundly by alien invasive
species, or pollution, or climate change. This Environment Report special looks at each of
these threats. Read more and listen to the 49 minute report.
Rights of Nature: Giving Voice to the More-Than-Human
On August 4, Tribal Court of the White Earth Band of Ojibwe filed an action in Minnesota by
Manoomin (wild rice), the White Earth Band, and several tribal members to stop the State
from allowing Enbridge access to these public waters. Plaintiffs assert that the diversion of
five billion gallons of water for an oil pipeline will interfere with both the rights of Manoomin,
as well as the rights of tribal members to use Treaty lands to hunt, fish, and gather wild rice.
This is the first case brought in a Tribal court to enforce the rights of nature, and the first
rights of nature case brought to enforce Treaty guarantees. Read more.
Canada commits $340 million to Indigenous protected areas, guardians programs
The Canadian government is investing $340 million to support Indigenous guardians and
Indigenous Protected Areas as part of its commitment to conserving 30 per cent of the
country’s lands and waters by 2030. The funding will be provided over the next five years
and includes money earmarked to support the forming of a national Indigenous guardians
network. Read more.

The Spiritual Bankruptcy of Bottled Water
A new resource guide on
bottled water is out with
easy-to-read drawings and
information, such as this one.
Go here for the full article.
If you have news articles,
event invites, or inspiring
projects about protecting
water as a human right,
shared commons, or sacred
gift, please contact Paul
Baines at:
info@BlueCommunityCSJ.org
Feel free to share this email
to widen the circle of our
reach. All these updates
and more can be found on
our CSJ Blue Community
website:
BlueCommunityCSJ.org

